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4-H 
4-H Connect Registration 

4-H Registration for the 2012/13 year will again be done electronically for youth members and 
adult volunteers on 4-H Connect, URL: 4honline.com.  Registration is now $25 for each youth 

that becomes a member of 4-H.  4-H Connect has also removed the option to pay direct from a 
bank account, therefore a credit/debit card must be used to register with 

Junior Master Gardener Meeting 11/13/12 
There will be a meeting on Tuesday, November 13, 2012 at 7 p.m. for all youth 

interested in participating in the Junior Master Gardener Program.  The meeting will be 
held at the Winkler-Loving Co. AgriLife Extension Office (WLCEO).  The program is 
open to youth in 4th and 5th grades, and a maximum of 20 youth will be allowed to 

participate.  Junior Master Gardeners will be instructed by Betty Edwards, Betty Hayes, 
and Veta Reese.  Programs will be conducted once a month providing education and 
activities for youth covering multiple subjects with certification available for youth who 
complete the program.  There will be NO COST to become a Junior Master Gardener, 

and members do not have to be in 4-H to participate. 
 

4-H Club Meeting 
Wednesday, November 7, 2012 

Winkler-Loving Co. AgriLife Extension Office 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Major Stock Show Signup 
Thursday, November 15, 2012 & Monday, November 26, 2012 

All youth wishing to participate at a Major Stock Show (Sandhills, San Antonio, San 
Angelo, Houston, Austin, Fort Worth) must register on one of these two days between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m., or make arrangements to get registered on another day.  Registrations 

MUST be done by November 26 in order to get them into each show before the 
December 1 deadline.   

Fort Worth Exhibitors- must come in and sign up by November 12, 2012, so that your 
registration can be completed before the November 15th Deadline that Fort Worth has 

set. 

2013 District VI 4-H Food Show  
Saturday, November 17, 2012  

Westminster Presbyterian Church  
4901 Maple, Odessa, TX 

 



HOG VALIDATION 
Saturday, November 17, 2012 

Kermit 4-H Pens 2-4 p.m. 
Wink 4-H Pens 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Cost will be $10/Hog 
All youth and a parent will need to be in attendance to fill out and sign paperwork to 

complete validation of their hog(s).  If you need more information or have any questions, 
please call the office at 586.2593 

 
 

Lamb/Goat Project Clinic 
Sunday, November 18, 2012 
Kermit 4-H Pens @ 2 p.m. 

All 4-H members wanting help with feeding, handling, and showmanship with their 
lambs or goats should be at this program.  Instruction will be provided over nutritional 

needs, halter breaking, showmanship techniques, and general lamb/goat showing 
issues.  Also, feel free to bring your animals so you can get hands on instruction with 

your animal specifically.  This will be the 1st of 3 programs aimed at helping youth 
exhibitors of lambs and goats. 

 

Steer Project Clinic 
Sunday, November 25, 2012 

Wink 4-H Pens @ 5 p.m. 
Bring your steers so that weights on steers can be gathered and hands on work 

continued with you and your steer. 
 

4-H Club Christmas Float 
The 4-H Club will again be participating in the Christmas Parade on November 29, 

2012.  The information and schedule for working on the float will be provided at the 4-H 
Club Meeting on November 7, 2012.  It is very important that ALL 4-H MEMBERS help 

with construction of the float and participate in the parade. 
 

Ag/NR 
The Natural Resources and Cattle Management Program will be conducted in 
December 2012.  The program will most likely occur on December 10, 2012 at the 
Winkler-Loving AgriLife Extension Office from 9 – 11 a.m.  The first part of the program 
will be over the use of readily available natural (wind, solar, etc.) energy to meet needs 
of local producers, with the second half of the program dealing with cattle management.  
The cost for this program will be $10/ participant.   
 

Texas Animal Health Commission Announces Details of New Cattle 
Traceability Rule  

AUSTIN - A requirement for adult cattle in Texas to have an approved form of 
permanent identification in place at change of ownership will go into effect January 1, 
2013 according to the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC). The Commission 
amended its rules in June of this year to enhance the effective traceability of beef cattle 



movements in Texas, which is the cornerstone of disease control activities. 
Implementation of the changes was delayed by the Commission to ensure cattle 
producers understand the requirements and can prepare for the changes. The amended 
rule permanently cancels the brucellosis test requirement for adult cattle at change of 
ownership, which was unofficially suspended in the summer of 2011. Although testing of 
adult cattle is no longer required with the rule change, all sexually intact cattle, 
parturient or post parturient, or 18 months of age and older changing ownership must 
still be officially identified with Commission approved permanent identification. This 
change primarily affects beef cattle, as dairy cattle in Texas have had an even more 
stringent identification requirement in place since 2008. Before August of 2011, official 
identification devices such as eartags were applied automatically at the time a 
brucellosis test was performed. The inadvertent loss of the identification devices applied 
to cattle when brucellosis testing stopped has threatened TAHC's ability to effectively 
trace cattle as part of any ongoing disease investigation. The TAHC routinely performs 
cattle health investigations where the identification and location of exposed/infected 
animals is critical to success. For example, 30 Brucellosis reactors, over 300 Bovine 
Trichomoniasis affected bulls and 22 bovine tuberculosis cases have been investigated 
by the TAHC to date in 2012. The new traceability rule will help preserve the TAHC's 
ability to identify and trace animal movements quickly and effectively, no matter which 
disease is involved. A complete list of acceptable identification devices/methods may be 
found at www.tahc.state.tx.us, but the most commonly used devices include USDA 
metal tags, brucellosis calfhood vaccination tags, US origin 840 series Radio Frequency 
Identification tags (RFID), and breed registration tattoos or firebrands. Producers are 
encouraged to contact their veterinarian or TAHC to determine which method of tagging 
will be best for their operation. Free USDA metal tags, and a limited number of free 
applicator pliers (dependent on available funding) will be provided by the TAHC to 
producers wishing to use them. The tags and/or pliers may be obtained by contacting 
local TAHC field staff and USDA APHIS Veterinary Services representatives. The TAHC 
is developing tag distribution partnerships with interested veterinary practitioners and 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension offices. Partner contact information will be published as it 
becomes available. Producers may locate the closest tag distributor online at 
www.tahc.state.tx.us .  
 
Frequently asked questions Q: What age/class of beef cattle must have acceptable permanent 
identification? 
A: Sexually intact adult beef cattle 18 months and up, and Mexican origin event cattle.  
Nursing calves, steers, spayed heifers, bulls and heifers under 18 months are exempt (unless 
heifer has calved).  
Q: Where can I find the complete listing of all Commission approved permanent identification 
devices? A: Producers may access the complete list at www.tahc.state.tx.us or by contacting 
any TAHC office or personnel.  
Q: Do I have to use the free eartags offered, or can I use other acceptable methods of 
identification? A: No, the free metal tags are not required to be used, but they are one low cost 
option.  
Q: Will ear tag pliers be provided at no cost or will I have to purchase them? A: A limited supply 
of eartag pliers is available at no cost. Because of the limited supply, producers are also 
encouraged to consider purchasing tagging pliers from any Ag supply outlets. Q: Is this rule a 
federal rule? A: No, this is a Texas rule, but it will put the beef industry in compliance with the 
anticipated USDA Animal Disease Traceability rule for interstate movement expected to be 
released later this year.  



Q: When does this Texas rule go into effect? A: To ensure that the cattle industry has ample 
time to understand the changes and prepare, implementation of this rule will not take effect until 
January 1, 2013.  
Q: If my animal already has a silver test tag or orange vaccination tag in its ear, will it need to 
have a new tag applied if sold at a livestock market? A: No. Animals presented with approved 
official Id's at a market will not have to be retagged.  
Q: Can I move my cattle directly to slaughter from my farm or ranch without an ID? A: Yes, 
ranchers can move an animal directly to slaughter from their premise without an ID. Breeding 
cattle otherwise changing ownership by private treaty (country sales) must have acceptable 
identification.  
Q: What happens if my cattle are too weak to be safely tagged at market? A: The TAHC has 
proposed an amendment allowing the waiver of the rule by a TAHC inspector in consultation 
with market ownership or management for weak cattle presented at a sale. Q: Do I need to keep 
records when I sell my animal(s)? A: Record keeping is not required when animals are sold, but 
is strongly encouraged.  
Q: Who is responsible for maintaining the information related to eartag distribution? A: All official 
identification numbers assigned will be maintained in a TAHC-managed database. The TAHC 
will not track individual change of ownership transactions. For additional ear tag information, 
including the nearest distributor of free USDA tags, contact the TAHC Traceability Team at 1-
800-550-8242 ext. 733, or visit www.tahc.state.tx.us . Founded in 1893, the Texas Animal 
Health Commission works to protect the health of all Texas livestock, including: cattle, swine, 
poultry, sheep, goats, equine animals, and exotic livestock. 

 

 
C/ED PAC 
The City Survey that was done in August 2012 was presented to the Kermit City Council 
on October 18, 2012 by Rodney Hayes- C/ED PAC Chairperson.  There were no 
surveys turned in for Wink, therefore no presentation was required to the Wink City 

Council. The C/ED PAC received 13 surveys back from the public, 12 for Kermit and 
1 which pertained to both Kermit and Wink (this survey was thrown out because 
it was to gauge the concerns with the city the citizen lived in, not both cities).  The 
main concerns of the citizens were:  1) Dilapidated Buildings/Houses, 2) Trash, 3) 
TIE- Cemetery & Overgrown Property, 4) 3-Way TIE- Dogs & City/County Speed 
Limits & Parks, 5) TIE- Water Bills & Youth Activities, and 6) Recycling.  We 
conducted this survey to provide information to the council for their personal 
knowledge of what their constituents were concerned with.   

 

For more information on any events or other information, feel free to call the office 
432.586.2593, e mail cesettle@ag.tamu.edu, or stop by the office- 307 S. Poplar St., 

Kermit, TX. 
 

Follow us on Facebook at  
Winkler-Loving AgriLIFE Extension  

(URL: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Winkler-Loving-AgriLIFE-Extension/) 
Or 

winkler.agrilife.org/ 
 
 
 
 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or other accommodations in order to participate in Extension sponsored 

events are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office to determine how reasonable accommodations may be made. 
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